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NEEDS ASSESSMENT: Physicians are often reluctant to prescribe pain medications due to government scrutiny.
Physicians today are unfortunately being sued when they under-treat pain, but also for over-treating pain. Many
physicians also come under scrutiny for prescribing medications to patients who ultimately divert their medications.
Balancing these various factors is extraordinarily difficult and will be the subject of this presentation.
.

AUDIENCE: This course is appropriate for primary care physicians, rheumatologists, neurologists, geriatricians, and
other health care providers who care for chronic pain patients.
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES: At the completion of this session, participants should be able to:

1. Identify the areas of pain management most subject to government scrutiny.
2. Name the agencies that have the most interest in the area and how they target physicians.
3. Describe risk management strategies to minimize the likelihood of being targeted.
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St. Vincent Medical Center is accredited by the Institute for Medical Quality/California Medical Association (IMQ/CMA) to provide
continuing medical education for physicians. St. Vincent Medical Center takes responsibility for the content, quality and scientific
integrity of this CME activity. St. Vincent Medical Center designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1 hour AMA PRA
Category 1 credit ™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. This
credit may also be applied to the CMA Certification in Continuing Medical Education. If you have an interesting case that you would
like to present, please call Anita Kriplani, M.D. at (213) 484-2245 or Evelyn Walker at (213) 484-5530.

